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RE:

ANNOUNCEMENTS, NEWS & UPCOMING 

EVENTS


1. WHAT’S NEW?  LUNCH & LEARN 2024 CPD #1


     The Professionalism Panel Updated

Date 

Thursday, February 15, 2024                         

Time:

12:00 noon to 1:00 pm 

Location:  
Quinte Courthouse 2nd floor, lawyers’ lounge

Chair(s) 
Neha Chugh
and
Andrew Ferguson

Cost:

$55.00
Details:  
Topics discussed and debated by the panel include: 

· The use of AI/ChatGPT in court documents – by lawyers? By judges? 

· Lawyer advocacy on social media 

· The Virtual Profession of Law: what are we losing or gaining in virtual work, in hybrid work? What losses and gains for lawyers/advocates, for clients?

A light lunch will be served

A handout will be emailed after the session
1  hour Professionalism
-------------------------------------------------------------------

2. NEW ACQUISITIONS AT THE LAW LIBRARY

Ontario Bar Association Dept. of CPD
· Rights and Limitations of an Attorney Under a Power of Attorney
Books available for REFERENCE only – short-term loans

Beynon
Modern First Nations Legislation Annotated 2024
Madsen
McLeod’s Ontario Family Law Rules (Annotated) 2023-24
McLeod
Annual Review of Family Law 2023
Segal

Annotated Ontario Rules of Criminal Practice 2024

-------------------------------------------------------------------

3.  LIBRARY TEXT DISCARDS                                                                                                  Please note: due to the demand for the books, requests must be limited to one item per individual. Thank you.
The following books are being withdrawn from circulation.  If you are interested in any of these titles, please phone or fax the library and the book(s) will be held for you.  
If the text is of a size that can fit into the mailbox, you may pick it up at QCC from your mailbox on the first floor on request. If it is a larger text, it can be held in the law library for you to pick up at your convenience.
	Houlden
	Annotated Bankruptcy & Insolvency Act
	2023

	Lavender
	Annotated Ontario Human Rights Code
	2023

	McLeod
	Ontario Family  Law Rules
	2023

	Oosterhoff
	Oosterhoff on Wills
	8th edition

	Sopinka
	The Conduct of an Appeal
	3rd edition


------------------------------------------------------------------------
4. INFORMATION UPDATES

Determining the Mode of Proceedings in Criminal, Civil, Family, & Small Claims Courts
Note:  these guidelines will take effect February 1, 2024.

Guidelines to determine mode of proceeding in Criminal
Guidelines to determine mode of proceeding in Civil
Guidelines to determine mode of proceeding in Family
Guidelines to determine hearing method in the Small Claims Court
See: https://www.ontariocourts.ca/scj/practice/guidelines-mode-of-proceedings/ 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------

  INFORMATION UPDATES 

New Year, New Rules! 

The Law Society of Ontario (LSO) has started the New Year by implementing virtual verification requirements for lawyers and paralegals, effective Jan. 1/24. The move to virtual verification is driven by a desire to combat money laundering, mortgage fraud and identity fraud, which pose significant risks to the legal profession, especially in this post-COVID era.

Identity verification of a client, third party or individual authorized to give instructions on behalf of an organization becomes required in various financial transactions, specifically when you are retained to provide legal services and you engage in or give instructions involving the receipt, payment, or transfer of funds. There are exemptions to this rule (s. 22(2) – (4) of by-law 7.1 under the Law Society Act). Some examples of when verification is required are when sending or receiving settlement funds or when dealing with certain real estate transactions. Note that whenever you are receiving funds for fees and disbursements from a client, verification is not required.

The two main methods for virtual authentication:

1. Scanning with technology: Individuals scan their government-issued ID using a mobile phone or electronic device; and

2. Comparing features: Technology is utilized to compare various features and security elements of their ID, ensuring its legitimacy.

The Digital Identification & Authentication Council of Canada (DIACC) has compiled a directory of products that use biometric facial scans and government-issued IDs for verification and for ease of reference, here are a few authentication technology platforms that may suit your needs:

Vaultie digital trust solutions / Treefort / 1Kosmos / Applied Recognition / AuthenticID
Note that each platform may have their individual processes and costs associated.
                                                                                                                                                                        Alternative methods for virtual verification

Digital changes can be overwhelming for some. If virtual verification doesn’t work for you (or your clients), there are three alternative methods for remote identity verification:

1. Credit file method: Rely on information in an individual’s Canadian credit file that has been in existence for at least three years.

2. Dual process method: Use any two of three pieces of information from a reliable source containing the individual’s name and address, name and date of birth or name which confirms they have a deposit account, credit card or other loan amount with a bank.

3. Agent method: Have an agent meet with the individual to verify their identity through a written agreement.
No matter what method you choose, be sure to record the method used, along with the date.

Note: The introduction of new, virtual technologies might not always be appropriate and could pose difficulties for older clients. In some cases, choosing not to adopt virtual verification and opting for in-person methods or alternative virtual practices might be more appropriate.


   ----------------------------------------------------------------------

Follow us on twitter @HastingsCty_Law

Find us online @ http://www.hastingscountylaw.com/ 

